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NEWSLETTER 


MESSAGE  FROM  MAYOR  NYSTROM 

It  is  with  great  pleasure  that  I  am  serving  as  your  Mayor. 
Some  of  my  wishes  and  goals  for  this  post  Proposition  13 
year  are  obvious.  .  .we  are  trying  to  provide  more  services  for 
you  from  your  tax  dollar.  In  this  conservative  atmosphere  we 
are  looking  at  several  opportunities  and  innovative  ways  to 
reach  this  goal. 

We  are  wrestling  with  Adobe  Creek,  Palo  Alto  School  Dis- 
trict property,  Esther  Clark  Park,  a  horse  barn  at  the  West- 
wind  facility  for  the  Riding  Program  for  Handicapped 
Children,  an  improved  bicycle  pathway  .system,  a  fourth 
playing  field  at  the  Youth  Facility  on  Purissima,  a  review  of 
our  public  safety  system  for  fire  and  police  services,  a  main- 
tenance program  for  our  storm  drain/sewer  system,  plus 
reviewing  many  of  our  other  existing  services. 

As  you  may  have  noted,  we  have  a  cohesive  city  council 
with  a  "get  things  done"  attitude  that  is  working  hard  for 
your  benefit,  supported  by  an  excellent  staff  and  city  mana- 
ger. We  have  a  community  spirit  that  is  evidenced  by  our 
solid  planning  commission  and  by  active  citizen  involve- 
ment on  our  Town  committees. 

All  of  us  working  together  with  all  of  you,  the  residents  of 
Los  Altos  Hills,  will  help  to  maintain  and  improve  this 
unique^Town  where  we  chose  to  live. 


City  Manager  Robert  Crowe.  Mayor  James  Nystrom  meeting  with  Con- 
sultant Ron  McManus  of  Rural/Metro  Fire  Depl.,  Inc.  ol  Scottsdale, 
Arizona. 
(M.uKc  to  neip  resuicnis  wiin  ttieir  prol)lems. 


PATHWAY  NEWS 


WikjVJA 


Have  you  ever  found  new  plants  in  the  middle  of  a  path 
that  you  ha\  e  been  using  for  years?  Or  suddenly  a  fence  bar- 
ring a  pathway  that  was  clear  only  a  day  or  two  before?  If  you 
think  it  was  a  legal  Town  pathway,  there  is  now  something 
you  can  do  about  it.  The  following  is  a  law  which  was  signed 
by  the  legislature  in  September  of  1980,  known  as  SB  1030.  It 
states: 

"Whenever  any  person  closes  certain  public  trails  unlaw- 
fully, a  person  who  uses  such  trails,  or  an  Association, 
may  bring  action  to  court.  The  prevailing  party  is  en- 
titled to  reasonable  attorney  fees  and  court  costs." 
The  definition  of  a  PublicTrail  is  that  right  of  access  must 
be  conveyed  to  a  government  agency  in  a  recorded  document. 
Since  we  have  many  Grant  Deed  f)aihs  in  Town,  any  path  in 
question  may  indeed  qualify  under  the  above  law.  To  ascer- 
tain if  a  given  path  does  qualify,  simply  call  Town  Hall  or 
the  Pathway  Committee. 

On  a  different  suf)ject,  you  may  have  noticed  some  new 
trail  markers  in  Town.  These  are  4'  x  4'  posts  branded  with  a 
horseshoe  and  hikers'  fool  and  erected  esfx'fially  where  off- 
road  paths  join  paths  along  road  right  of  ways.  These  posts 
are  being  insialled  by  volunieer  groups;  as  an  Kagle  badge 
proj((  I  by  Ron  Shi!)uva:  and  as  an  ongoing  project  by  the 
Horsemen's  Assf)cialion.  Unfortunately,  it  has  been  noticed 
thai  a  lew  of  ifu  posts  have  alieacK  liisappcarcd  from  along 
Moody  Road  and  Frernoni  near  Alexandei .  Please  iemeinl)er 
thai  these  markers  ate  to  the  benelii  ol  all  IVjwn  path  users, 
installed  by  the  hard  work  and  dedication  of  a  few  volun- 
teers! 

■  >   ■'w   ■.  ■   •■•  »^wv«%«,  >*«#i^wi>  Vffww,  r'cori   K^iuy 


I.  to  r.  Ed  Murphy,  Jeanne  Evilslzer 


MEETING  THE  STAFF 


A  small  town  City  Manager  gets  to  wear  a  variety  of 
hats:  he  is  the  Director  of  Public  Works,  overseeing  streets, 
paths,  drains,  and  sewers;  he  is  the  Governmental  Manager, 
implementing  policies  set  by  the  City  Council;  he  is  the 
Finance  Officer,  planning  the  expenditure  and  investment  of 
funds;  he  is  the  Chief  of  Police;  the  Personnel  Officer;  the 
City  Clerk;  the  Public  Information  Center;  and  if  necessary, 
the  janitor.  Bobbing  merrily  beneath  all  these  hats  in  Los 
Altos  Hills  is  Bob  Crowe,  City  Manager  for  the  past  6  years. 
He  also  serves  on  the  executive  board  of  the  State  City  Man- 
agers Association. 

Bob  has  brought  to  the  Town  his  special  knowledge  in  the 
area  of  public  works,  with  an  ability  to  get  things  done  at 
reasonable  prices.  The  Town  crew  will  often  do  special  jobs, 
eliminating  the  need  for  outside  contracts.  During  Bob's 
tenure,  there  have  been  many  physical  improvements:  all 
the  Town  streets  have  been  improved,  repaved  or  overlaid. 
The  multi-purpose  Barn  has  been  built  (the  cost  of  it,  with 
all  the  improvements,  was  less  than  $  1 2  per  square  foot).  The 
Council  chambers  were  built,  and  recently  remodeled.  Three 
Little  League  fields  have  been  built,  and  a  4th  will  soon  be 
added.  Drainage  projects  abound.  Westwind  Barn  has  been 
acquired,  plus  the  15  acres  surrounding  it.  Many  other  acres 
of  open  space  have  been  added  to  the  Town. 

The  Town  has  a  small  staff.  This  Bob  appreciates,  since  it 
gives  him  the  opportunity  to  hire  high  quality  help  and  to 
exercise  control  over  the  details.  He  came  to  Los  Altos  Hills 
from  the  position  of  manager  of  Fairfax.  Previous  experience 
included  a  stint  as  consultant  in  Sacramento  for  state  legis- 
lation affecting  local  government,  and  positions  at  Monte- 
bello  and  Signal  Hill.  Bob  currently  lives  in  San  Jose 
between  Cupertino  and  Saratoga  with  his  wife  Kathe  and  son 
Brian. 

Pat  Dowd  is  Deputy  City  Clerk,  Administrative  Secretary 
to  Bob  Crowe,  and  Council  secretary.  She  takes  care  of  all 
Council  meetings — preparing  packets,  minutes,  agenda,  and 
doing  the  followup  work.  She  also  handles  elections, 
prepares  the  Newsletter,  works  for  committees,  and  helps 
prepare  the  budget.  Since  she  has  only  been  ai  Town  Hall 
since  December,  most  of  her  activity  has  been  a  learning 
process,  but  one  sh«'  finds  fascinating.  After  working  for  7 
years  in  Stanford's  Office  of  Devclopmeni,  she  finds  ilie 
small  town  atmosphere  Mivigorating,  and  likes  getting 
involved  in  the  issues.  A  parti*  ular  pleasure  for  Pal  is  the 
(hancc  lo  help  residents  with  their  problems. 


Pearl  Croy  is  Cily  Treasurer  and  Accoutuaiii.  As  ilic  sole 
member  of  the  Fiiiaiue  neparnncni  of  I  os  Altos  Hills,  she  is 
in  (  hargeof  all  ils  as|K'(  is:  genei.il  ledger,  payroll,  invoic  cs, 
warrants,  tax  colleclion,  license  fees,  (iiiaiuial  siaiemeiiis, 
and  investments.  Investment  of  cily  funds  is  limited  and  |)ro- 
tecied  by  slate  law,  but  wiihin  those  resiric  lions.  Pearl 
managed  lo  invest  Town  money  so  thai  it  earned  more  than 
$11.'), 000  in  interest  last  year. 

Pearl  came  to  work  at  Los  Alios  Hills  more  than  7  years 
ago  from  a  similar  position  at  Am|)ex  International,  and 
appreciates  the  congeniality  of  the  staff  and  the  sjxue  and 
location  of  the  office.  She  is  willing  and  eager  to  offer  advice 
and  help  to  Town  residents.  A  Wisconsinile  transplanted  to 
Palo  Alto,  she  has  two  grown  children.  She  is  on  the  State 
Board  of  the  Mimicipal  Treasurers'  Assoc  iation. 

Ed  Murphy  is  the  Town's  building  official.  He  studies  all 
plans  to  see  that  they  fit  the  code,  corrects  them  (10-1 5%  need 
corrections),  inspects  the  various  aspects  of  a  building 
during  construction — foundation,  framing,  wiring,  sheet 
metal,  plumbing — and  then  makes  the  final  inspection.  The 
410  points  of  the  Building  and  Electrical  Code  must  be  met  to 
Ed's  satisfaction.  Ed  likes  the  challenge  of  Los  Altos  Hills, 
where  he  handles  complaints  and  violations.  He  processes 
conditional  use  permits,  swimming  pools,  retaining  walls. 
He  checks  chimneys,  grading,  and  landscaping. 

Ed  came  here  from  20  years  in  Cupertino,  where  he  started 
the  building  department.  His  background  is  electrical  engi- 
neering, which  he  studied  at  the  University  of  Idaho,  and 
soils  and  structural  engineering,  which  he  studied  at  Berk- 
eley. He's  a  builder  of  mountain  cabins.  Five  times  Ed  has 
been  chairman  of  the  Santa  Clara  County  LIniform 
Interpretation  Committee,  designed  to  interpret  building 
codes.  Father  of  two  grown  children,  Ed  lives  with  his  wife  in 
Santa  Clara. 

Jeanne  Evilsizer  is  the  part-time  building  secretary.  As 
such,  she  issues  building  permits  and  business  licenses, 
maintains  the  building  files  (all  building  information  is 
going  on  microfilm),  prepares  Ed's  schedule,  and  arranges 
weekly  site  development  meetings.  In  any  leftover  time,  she  is 
doing  some  needed  reorganizing  of  office  files. 

Off  work,  Jeanne  spends  time  at  home  in  Mountain  View 
with  her  14-month  old  baby  Amber,  and  her  husband  Roy,  a 
supervisor  with  Hewlett-Packard.  Jeanne  is  a  native  Los 
Allan  and  graduated  from  San  Jose  State. 


I.  to  r.  Pat  Dowd,  Rot>ert  Crowe,  Pearl  Croy 


FREMONT  ROAD  BIKEWAY 

nfV('lf)pnKni  of  a  bikrway  on  Fremont  Road  was  rccom- 
nicnded  by  the  Traffic  and  Public  Saffty  Conimitier  and  ific 
Paibuays  ConnnilKr  as  ihr  first  pbasc  of  tbc  Bikcvvay  Pro- 
t^rain.  Paved  bikeways  would  run  from  Arastradero  if)  Burke 
Road,  iiu  hiding  F.dilh  Avernie. 

In  addition  to  fx'int;  a  major  collector  road  c  omicc  lini;  lo 
Foothill  Fxf)ressway,  Fremont  is  a  primary  route  used  by  stu- 
dents gc)ing  to  Bullis-Purissima,  Pinewood,  Fgan  Jr.  High, 
Gunn  High  .Sc  hool,  and  Los  Altos  Hi.gh  .Sc  hool.  Of  the  two 
elementary  schools  located  on  Fremont,  approximately  I,')!) 
students  bike  to  school  daily.  Bus  service  has  f)een  discontin- 
ued by  both  schcjol  districts.  A  safe  corridor  for  bike  trans- 
portation is  important. 

A  plan  for  redesign  of  the  bridge  on  Edith  is  underway  as  a 
fombincnl  effort  between  the  Hills  and  the  City  of  Los  Altos. 
Building  of  additional  bridges  for  pedestrians  and  paved 
lanes  for  bicycles  is  being  considered.  The  shared  cost  is 
estimated  at  approximately  $l.'j,000  for  each  Town.  Town 
Manager  Robert  Crowe  has  proposed  $100,000  be 
appropriated  for  bikeways  on  next  year's  budget.  This  needs 
Citv  Council  appro\al. 

The  existing  off-the-road  paved  path  at  the  "s"  curve  near 
Seven  Acres  Lane  will  be  improved  this  summer.  It  is  unfit 
for  bicycle  use  in  its  present  condition.  Fremont  Road,  also 
used  heavily  by  equestrians,  pedestrians,  and  joggers,  has 
designated  land  or  paths  along  most  of  the  road.  In  some 
places,  pavement  is  wide  enc:)ugh  to  stripe  in  bike  lanes. 

Bicycle  travel  is  most  compatible  with  the  rural 
atmosphere.  It  reduces  auto  traffic,  conserves  energy,  and 
improves  noise  and  air  pollution.  The  General  Plan  notes 
that  the  community  structure  be  permeable  to  bicycles.  Pres- 
ently there  is  an  overall  commitment  by  all  levels  of  govern- 
ment to  encourage  bicycle  use  and  to  develop  improved  facil- 
ities for  bicvcle  travel. 


Charles  ("Charlie")  Belvin,  Jr. 


STAFF  CHANGES 

Since  June  1 ,  1968  Charles  Belvin,  Jr.,  "Clharlie,"  has  served 
the  Town  of  Los  Altos  Hills  in  the  positions  of  Maintenance 
Man,  Maintenance  Su[)ervisor,  Maintenance  Foreman  and, 
finally.  Public  Works  Superintendent.  Charlie  has  .dwavs 
assum(>d  a  major  share  of  the  responsibility  in  the 
completion  of  public  works  projects  and  has  tackled  each 
new  job  with  limitless  energy,  industrious  hard  work  and  a 
ready  smile.  Our  he.irtwarming  thanks  to  Ciharlie  for  all  his 
tireless  efforts  and  our  best  wishes  in  lii^  hiturc  effoits  in 
j)iivaie  enteri)rise. 


Many  thanks  to  all  residents  who  took  the  time  to  respcjnd 
to  the  survey  on  tennis  courts  and  to  all  those  who  attended 
the  public  hearings  and  expressed  their  points  of  view. 

A  total  of  205  people  responded  to  the  survey,  3%  of  whom 
are  tennis  court  owners.  More  than  12%  plan  to  build  a  court. 
Tennis  courts  are  favored  in  Los  Altos  Hills  2  tc3  1,  with  pro- 
perty rights  the  reason  most  cited  in  favor,  retention  of  rural- 
ity  cited  in  objection.  More  than  half  the  respondents  do  not 
want  any  relaxation  of  constraints.  Spec  ific  requirements  re- 
quested most  often  are  landscape  screening  to  mitigate  the 
visual  disturbance  and  the  noise,  followed  by  further  limita- 
tions on  grading. 

After  consideration  of  the  comments  from  all  sources,  and 
the  policies  of  neighboring  towns,  the  tennis  court  subcom- 
mittee (Richard  Rydell,  Mike  Stewart,  and  Mary  van 
Tamelen,  with  Pat  Webb,  Planning  Assistant)  drafted  a  new 
policy  statement.  This  policy,  after  undergoing  slight 
changes  at  the  Planning  Commission  and  Council  levels, 
now  speaks  to  several  levels  of  citizens'  concerns: 
Setbacks:  The  prescribed  30  feet  (40  feet  in  front)  setbacks 
will  be  strictly  adhered  to,  with  minor  intrusions  possible 
only  in  special  circumstances  where  the  court!  would  adjoin 
non-resiciential  land  or  land  with  less  restrictive  zoning. 
Impermeable  Surfaces:  Because  of  drainage  and  erosion 
problems,  especially  on  hilly  lots,  the  amoimt  of  imperme- 
able surface  permitted  will  be  limited  as  prescribed  by  ordi- 
nance: often  it  will  be  necessary  to  have  a  lot  larger  than 
average  size  to  accommodate  a  tennis  court. 
Grading:  Any  grading  beyond  a  total  of  12  feet  of  cut  and 
fill  will  be  carefully  reviewed  by  the  full  Planning  Cc:)mmis- 
sion. 

Landscaping:  Views  and  sounds  from  off  the  site  will  be 
considered,  and  screening  required,  (iuis  and  fills  will  be 
rounded  and  replanted. 

Design:  No  shiny  or  light  colored  materials  will  b<- used  for 
fencing,  which  must  be  tio  higher  than  10  feet.  Suifaces  and 
cc^lors  will  be  as  natural  and  unobdusive  as  jjossible.  There- 
will  be  no  lights. 

In  its  research  on  this  project,  the  iciuiis  (oiiit  subcom- 
mittee looked  at  most  of  the  existing  courts.  Main  of  iIk  in 
have  very  inadecjuaie  landscape  screc-ning.  If  you  aiea  tennis 
court  owner,  please  consider  the  \  iew  from  I  In-  neighbors' 
point  of  view,  or  from  the  lo.ul,  and  peihaps  plant  a  Iriendly 
shiiib  oi  iwo. 


VANTRANS  PROGRAM 

L-os  Altos  Hills  has  rcrenily  rcaivcd  an  allot  atifjii  of  funds 
from  the  M(iio[K)litan  1  ranspoilation  Clonimissioii  for  the 
VANTRANS  Program,  an  iiuii\  iduali/cd  transportation 
system  for  seniors  and  handi(apped  in  Los  Altos  Hills.  The 
( ities  of  Mountain  View.  Los  Altos  and  Los  Altos  Hills  have 
(C)ordinated  efforts  to  estahlish  this  program,  through 
Mountain  View  Community  Services.  Ruth  Fries  Goodin  of 
Community  Services  is  the  Project  Coordinator. 

The  VANTRANS  Program  will  serve  seniors  and 
handi(apped  (those  persons  not  able  to  utilize  public  trans- 
[)ortation  due  to  their  handicap).  Such  services  that  will  be 
provided  include:  medical  appointments,  nutrition 
program,  shopping  trips  and  socialization.  Presently 
VANTRANS  owns  and  operates  a  17  passenger  Wayne 
Transette,  an  8  passenger,  wheelchair  accessible  Dodge  van 
and  plans  to  acquire  another  van  this  year. 

VANTRANS  service  expansion  into  Los  Altos  Hills  will 
initially  be  through  individual  requests  for  transportation 
by  seniors  and  handicapped.  These  individual  trips  would  be 
paid  for  through  the  use  of  script  purchased  by  users  on  the 
basis  of  10  percent  of  the  cost  of  the  trip.  Script  would  be 
available  from  the  van  driver,  Mountain  View  Community 
Services  and  Los  Altos  Hills  Town  Hall. 

As  this  Newsletter  goes  to  print,  we  do  not  have  many  of 
the  details  but  we  did  want  to  inform  the  residents  that  this 
service  would  be  available.  If  you  are  interested  and  would 
like  more  information,  please  call  either  Town  Hall  (941- 
7222)  or  Mountain  View  Community  Services  (968-0836). 


mu 


A(  cording  to  a  Horsemen's  Association  count,  an  estimate 
of  the  number  of  horses  in  Los  Altos  Hills  is  between  1800 
and  2000.  These  are  kept  in  5  commercial  stables  (including 
the  Town-owned  Westwind  barn)  and  on  private  properties. 

'Town  ordinances  allow  two  hoofed  aniinals  per  acre. 
Ordinan(es  also  limit  dogs  and  cats  to  no  more  than  two  of 
ea(h  over  '\  months  of  age.  The  keej)ing  of  dangerous 
animals  is  prohibited.  No  animal  is  allowed  to  stray  or  run  at 
large  on  any  publi<  street  or  property. 


TOWN'S  25TH  ANNIVERSARY 

Planning  is  now  underway  in  preparation  for  the  Town's 
25th  Anniversary  next  year.  In  anticipation  of  this  event,  the 
committees  to  coordinate  efforts  are  now  being  established.  If 
you  have  any  ideas  or  suggestions,  or  if  you  would  like  to 
serve  on  one  of  the  committees  now  being  organized,  please 
call  Councilwoman  Lucy  Hillestad  (941-7222).  Thank  you. 


HISTORICAL  SOCIETY 

The  Los  Altos  Hills  Historical  Society  enjoyed  a  "flower 
tour"  of  Filoli  House  and  Gardens  on  April  15  with  51 
members  and  friends  of  the  Society  delighting  in  the  beauti- 
ful flowers,  the  great  old  house  and  watching  preparations 
and  sets  for  the  filming  of  "Oil"  to  be  on  TV  this  fall.  Then 
on  May  29  a  color  slide  show  and  talk  was  given  by  Dan  and 
Peggy  Alexander,  their  daughter  Wendy  and  her  husband 
Rob  on  South  America.  Pictures  of  the  age-old  land,  the  Inca 
civilization,  and  the  numerous  artifacts  they  brought  home 
proved  to  be  fascinating  reminders  of  our  other  worlds. 

Other  plans  include  a  wine  tasting  afternoon  at  the  Ellis 
Cation's  historic  home  on  Magdalena  Road  put  on  by 
Friends  of  the  Winemakers,  using  only  wines  made  in  Santa 
Clara  County.  The  proceeds  from  the  donations  at  this  July 
19  event  will  go  toward  restoring  an  old  winery  as  an 
historical  site  in  Santa  Clara  County.  A  program  on 
airplanes  is  in  the  works  for  the  fall.  Please  contact  the 
Society  if  you  have  any  information  on  airplanes  in  Los 
Altos  Hills. 

Upon  presentation  of  authentic  history  and  family  back- 
grounds in  regard  to  the  naming  of  certain  new  streets,  the 
Planning  Commission  and  Council  have  now  required  that 
the  following  names,  as  suggested  by  the  Society,  be  used:  I) 
the  old  Baleri  Quarter  Horse  Ranch  on  Page  Mill  Road  is 
now  known  as  the  Baleri  Ranch  Subdivision  and  Baleri 
Ram  h  Road  and  2)  the  road  on  the  Burdick  Lands  (formerly 
Lands  of  Manuel)  will  be  Wright  Way,  after  William  Charles 
Wright  who  bought  some  75  acres  including  this  land  in 
1875.  Our  thanks  to  the  Planning  Commission,  the  City 
Council,  and  the  subdividers  for  their  cooperation  in  this  en- 
deavor. Once  again,  if  anyone  has  any  information  on  the 
history  of  the  Town's  street  names,  please  let  us  know. 

If  anyone  has  any  (ontributions  to  make  to  the  planning  of 
the  Town's  25th  Anniversary  corning  up  on  January  2f), 
1981, please  tall  Irma  Goldsmith,  President  of  the  Historical 
Society,  at  918-2-187.  In  addition  to  this  (elebration,  the  Soci- 
ety has  many  other  ac  tivities  and  could  always  use  your  helj). 
.Society  dues  are  only  $5  a  year  for  the  ciiiiie  family. 
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C'.'y  Government 

The  City  of  the  Town  of  Los  Altos 
■nils  operates  under  the  council  mana- 
ger form  of  government.  The  council,  as 
he  legislative  body,  represents  the  entire 
I  immunity  and  is  empowered  by  the 
s;  le  law  for  general  law  cities  to 
f'    mulate  city-wide  policy. 

The  five  coimcilmembers  run  at  large 

nd  serve  a  four  year  term,  according  to 

;jrovisions   of   general    law   cities.   The 

ni;iyor  is  selected  from  among  the  ranks 

)f  (he  council  and  serves  at  the  pleasure  of 

he  count  il. 

The  city  iiiaiuiger.  apjjoinicd  hv  the 
coimcil,  ser\ cs  as  the  chief  exec  utive  offi- 
cer and  is  responsible  for  the-  day  to  day 
administration  of  city  affairs. 

The  city  attorney,  also  appoiiii'd 
directly  by  the  c  ounc  il,  acK  iscs  and  ic  |>i(  - 
sciits  the  city  and  council  in  all  legal 
affairs. 


Agenda 

The  agenda  is  used  as  an  official  work- 
ing guide  from  which  the  council 
conducts  its  meetings.  The  agenda, 
which  is  prepared  by  staff  in  consultation 
with  the  council,  includes  current 
legislative  policy  issues  which  must  be 
reviewed  by  the  full  council. 

While  items  are  usually  placed  on  the 
agenda  at  the  request  of  the  council  or 
staff  members,  citizens  who  would  like 
the  full  council  to  review  a  particular 
item,  should  send  a  formal  written 
icciuest  to  the  office  of  the  mayor.  The 
item  will  be  reviewed  by  the  mayor  and 
the  c  iti/en  will  be  notified  of  any  pendnig 
council  action  or  foUowuf). 

Agendas  are  published  piior  to  each 
council  meeting.  Copies  of  the  agendas 
and  staff  reports  are  a\ailable  at  the  City 
Hall. 


Addressing  City  Council 

Every  effort  will  be  made  to  assure  that 
citizens  have  ample  opportunity  to 
address  the  council  on  items  of 
individual  or  community  concern  during 
the  time  allocated  for  presentations  from 
the  floor.  At  that  time  citizens  should  step 
forward  to  the  podium  and  state  name 
and  address.  Speakers  should  try  to  keep 
their  remarks  within  a  five  mimrte  lime 
limit.  Council  usually  takes  no 
immediate  action  on  items  i)resenteci  at 
this  time. 

Citizeirs  wishing  to  speak  at  a  pubhc 
heating  will  have  that  opportunity  once 
the  hearing  has  l)een  offic  ially  opc-ned  h\ 
the  mayor.  Questiotrs  and  comments  on 
other  agenda  items  should  be  diiccted  to 
the  Mayor. 


COMMISSIONS  AND  COMMITTEES 

An  import.'uil  rompoiicnt  of  the  City's 
policy-making  siriKturc  is  its  various 
Commissions  and  Commiiiccs  vvhidi 
recommend  and  advise  the  Council  on 
vital  policy  issues.  All  Commission  and 
Committee  members  are  appointed  by 
ibe  City  Council,  usually  for  a  term  of 
four  years.  Appointments  are  made  in 
June  or  July  of  each  year.  Applications 
can  be  obtained  from  Town  Hall  and  all 
meetings  are  optn  to  the  public.  Listed 
below  is  a  brief  summary  of  each 
Commission  and  Committee: 


PLANNING  COMMLSSION  -  Meets  the 
2nd  and  4th  Wednesdays  of  each  month 
to  formulate  recommendations  relative 
to  planning  and  engineering  matters. 


ENVIRONMENTAL  DESIGN  COM  — 

TITTEE  -  Meets  the  1  st  Tuesday  of  each 

onth  to  compile  advice  on  landscaping 

-id  all  aesthetic  improvements  of  the 

Town    in    order    to   enhance   the  rural 

nature. 


llNDERSTANDING  HOW  IT  WORKS 

Glossary  of  Terms 

THE  CONSENT  CALENDAR  is 
composed  of  those  items  whic  h  either  im- 
plement an  earlier  Council  action  or 
recjuire  only  routine  r('\  iew  by  the 
Council.  Only  one  motion  is  needed  for 
the  ado})lion  of  all  items  listed  on  the 
Consent  CalencLir.  Any  Counc  il  membci , 
staff  member  orciti/en  can  recjuesi  ihat  a 
specific  item  be  removed  for  separate  con- 
sideration and  action. 


AN  INFORM.VriON  ITEM  requires 
no  formal  action  by  the  Council  and 
usually  takes  the  form  of  a  staff  report 
which  has  been  prepared  to  provide  addi- 
tional information  to  the  Council  on  a 
specific  item. 

A  MOTION,  the  least  formal  of 
Council  actions,  can  be  used  to  establish 
Council  policy  and  procedures.  It  is  the 
most  common  Council  action  in  approv- 
ing an  agenda  item. 

A  QUORUM  OF  THREE  Council- 
members  is  needed  for  formal  action  on 
any  agenda  item. 


CITY  STAFF 

The  administrative  arm  of  C'ity 
government  implemeius  Contu  il  policv 
decisions  and  cleli\(is  scixucs  (o  ihc 
coninuuiiiN  .ucoidiug  lo  tlie  mand.iK  ol 
the  Cil\  Council.  In  addition  lo  ihc 
maintenanc  e  crew  whic  h  is  located  at  the 
Municipal  Facilities  Building  on  Puiis- 
im<i,  the  following  staff  members  are 
located  at   Town  I  lall: 


City  Manager/  Ca'ty  Cllerk 
Deputy  City  CMerk 
City  Treasurer 
City  Engineer/Planner 
Building  Official 
Planning  Assistant 
Engineering  Secretary 
Building  Secretary 
Planning  Secretary 


SOISE  ABATEMENT  COMMITTEE  - 

Meets  the  2nd  Thursday  quarterly  to 
h"udy  and  make  recommendations 
T  Sating  to  the  identification,  measure- 
^  ent  and  control  of  noise  within  the 
Town. 


P.\THWAY  COMMITTEE  -  Meets  the 
2nd  and  4th  Mondays  of  each  month  to 
review  all  lf:)cations  and  types  of 
p  ithways  and  work  on  the  development 
(  :  a  Master  Pathway  Plan. 


PUBLIC    WORKS    COMMITTEE    - 

Nfeets  the  3rd  Thursday  of  each  month  to 
1  )rmulaie  recommendations  relative  to 
street,  maintenance  and  public  works 
improvements. 


TRAFFIC  &:  PUBLIC  SAFE  lY  C;OM  — 
M ITTEF^  -  Meets  the  2nd  Tuesday  of  each 
month  to  find  ways  and  means  of 
improving  traffic  flow  and  s;;fety  as  well 
as  public  welfare  within  the  lOwn. 


OLD  BU.SINESS  ITEMS  are  those 
items  which  have  appeared  on  a  pre\  ious 
Council  agenda  and  still  need  formal 
Council  action. 


ORDINANCES  are  legal  instruments 
or  laws  for  the  general  health,  safety  and 
welfare  of  the  public.  All  ordinances 
except  those  dealing  with  elections  and 
rezoning  become  part  of  the  Municipal 
Code.  With  the  exception  of  emergency 
ordinances,  all  ordinances  must  go 
through  two  readings  or  presentations  at 
two  separate  City  Council  meetings. 
Most  ordinances  do  not  become  effective 
until  thirty  days  after  the  approval  of  the 
second  reading. 


NEW  BUSINESS  ITEMS  are  those 
items  which  are  pjresented  to  Council  for 
the  first  time  for  formal  action. 


RESOLUTIONS  are  formalized 
Counc  il  motions  and  are  filed  by  number 
and  sul))ect  in  the  City  Clerk's  office. 
Resolutions  become  effective  upon 
passage. 


TOWN  OF 

LOS  ALTOS 

HILLS 


HORSEMEN'S  ASSOCIATION 


One  of  llu-  recent  interesting  (ievelopmeiils  in  the  Horse- 
iiKii's  Association  has  been  the  meetings  with  the  Mici- 
I'cuinsula  Open  Space  Oisirict.  The  [)iirpose  of  these  meet- 
ings has  been  to  not  only  show  the  Assoc  iation's  interest  in 
liahing  tfie  c  losure  of  certain  trails  hut  also  to  demonstrate  to 
I  he  District  and  toother  local  town  councils  ifial  tJie  Assoc  ia- 
lioii  is  interested  in  contributing  to  thedecisions  that  arise  re- 
garding trail  routing  and  management.  It  is  hoped  that  tfie 
outccimeof  these  meetings  will  bean  interest  and  motivation 
If)  establish  a  "Trail  Council"  possibly  composed  of 
members  from  several  of  the  local  groups  affec  ted  or  within 
the  proximity  of  the  District.  If  you  have  any  comments  or 
suggestions  about  this  endeavor,  please  call  Richard  Swan, 
President  of  the  Association. 


WESTWIND  4-H 

RIDING  FOR  THE 

HANDICAPPED 


Westwind  4-H  Riding  for  the  Handicapped  is  pleased  to 
announce  that  five  foundations  (The  Lucile  and  David 
Packard  Foundation,  Bothin  Helping  Fund,  Mervyn's,  the 
Community  Foundation  of  Santa  Clara  County,  and 
Hewlett-Packard)  have  made  contributions  totaling  $14,500 
to  the  riding  for  the  handicapped  program.  The  funds  are 
specifically  designated  for  the  construction  of  a  barn  and  the 
maintenance  of  horses  donated  to  the  program.  Plans  are 
well  under  way  for  a  four  stall  barn  with  paddocks  to  be 
erected  behind  the  Westwind  Barn  and  riding  ring.  Town 
Council  and  staff  have  offered  to  supervise  the  construction 
as  well  as  exert  their  influence  to  obtain  labor  and  materials 
at  a  reduced  cost.  As  a  result  of  this  assistance,  hay  storage 
facilities  will  be  added  and  a  more  permanent  structure  of 
higher  quality  built.  Dedication  of  the  new  stabling  facility 
and  an  "open  house"  will  be  scheduled  toward  the  end  of 
July. 

Horses  "in-residence"  will  improve  the  efficiency  and  ease 
of  operation  of  the  riding  program.  Throughout  the  school 
year,  two  classes  have  been  held  on  Thursday  afternoons  and 
two  on  Sundays,  thus  serving  approximately  30 
handicapped  children.  In  the  summer,  classes  are  offered  on 
Thursday  only.  For  two  years,  volunteers  from  around  the 
c  ommunity  have  trailered,  ridden,  or  led  their  horses  to  West- 
wind  for  use  in  the  riding  program.  While  these  favorites  will 
always  be  welcome  to  participate,  there  will  no  longer  be  the 
pressure  of  necessity. 

Now  that  the  long  term  outlook  for  the  handicapped' 
riding  program  has  been  bolstered  by  the  generosity  of  the 
foundations  and  theTownof  Los  Altos  Hills,  there  are  many 
areas  to  tackle.  Volunteers  ate  always  needed — to  sidewalk, 
to  lead  a  horse,  to  groom  and  lack  up  a  program  horse  (must 
arrive  early),  to  help  with  various  administrative  chores.  The 
foundation  money  that  is  left  over  from  the  construction  of 
the  barn  is  earmarked  for  horse  maintenance.  Unfortunately, 
it  will  not  be  enough  and  individual  or  group  contributions 
are  solicited.  Please  contact  Nancy  Couperus  at  941-4808  if 
you  can  hclf)  in  any  way. 


PLANNING  COMMISSION  REPORT 

We  are  seven  c  ili/cns  ap[)oinicd  by  ihc  Coutu  il.  Oui  job  is 
to  advise  the  Ciouncil  on  matters  of  planiung  and  zoning. 
Within  this  framework,  we  process  the  tentative  majjs  of , ill 
subdivisions,  and  we  review  and  suggest  revisions  for  the 
General  Plan,  as  well  as  ordinances  to  implement  it.  We  also 
alternate  serving  on  small  committees  to  advise  on  building 
site  approvals,  preliminary  maps,  conditional  use  permits, 
variances,  and  site  development. 

The  General  Plan  of  Los  Altos  Hills  is  designed  to  provide 
a  community  in  which  homes  are  distributed  throughout  a 
countryside  setting  in  which  natural  drainage  features  and 
many  wildlife  habitats  are  preserved  intact.  Because  of 
Town-wide  concern  over  growing  intensity  of  development 
on  individual  lots,  particularly  in  view  o{  the  visual  aspects 
and  the  potentials  for  soil  erosion  and  drainage  problems,  we 
are  in  the  process  of  suggesting  ordinance  changes  to  the 
Council.  These  are  designed  to  exercise  the  minimum 
control  necessary  and  still  maintain  and  implement  the 
General  Plan.  Our  proposed  ordinances  include: 

1.  Widening   the   rights-of-way   (but   not   the   paved, 
surface)  of  future  cul-de-sacs. 

2.  Limiting  the  building  envelope  slightly,  to  require 
large  homes  to  be  set  farther  back. 

3.  Relating  the  amount  of  impervious  surface  allowed 
on  individual  lots  to  the  size  of  the  lot  and  degree  of 
slope. 

Presently,  we  are  at  work  on: 

1.  A  fencing  ordinance. 

2.  The  possibility  of  a  Design  Review  Board. 

3.  Limiting  development  on  ridge  lines. 

4.  A  lighting  ordinance. 

Soon  we  will  be  considering  a  pathway  element  to  the 
General  Plan.  And  at  all  times  we  try  to  keep  abreast  of  devel- 
opment in  neighboring  cities  which  might  affect  our  Town. 
We  meet  twice  a  month  as  a  whole  (2nd  and  4th  Wednesday 
evenings).  And  each  of  us  is  available  to  talk  with  any  resi- 
dent about  planning  and  zoning  matters. 

Judith  Carico 
Joseph  Dochnahl 
Michael  Kuranoff 
Arthur  Lachenbruch 
Richard  Rydell 
A.  Michael  Stewart 
Mary  van  Tamelen 


COMMITTEE  VACANCIES 

Currently  there  are  several  openings  on  the  Town's  Com- 
mittees. If  you  would  like  to  c}ffer  your  services  or  if  you 
would  like  additional  information  as  to  the  specific  charges 
<uul  diiiies,  please  contact  Pat  Dowd  at  911-7222. 


ROOF  RATS  —  HOW  TO  DEAL  WITH  THE  PROBLEM 

Los  Altos  Hills,  along  with  several  other  communities  in 
North  County,  has  become  victim  of  an  expanding  popula- 
tion of  roof  rats.  These  unwelcome  invaders  have  found  ideal 
homes  in  our  outdoor  landscaping,  together  with  a  ready  diet 
of  ornamental  fruit  and  nuts  which  abound  in  our 
community.  These  animals  share  almost  the  same  require- 
ments as  tree  squirrels,  but  since  they  are  nocturnal  — 
whereas  squirrels  are  active  during  the  daylight  —  the  two 
species  seem  to  coexist  with  a  minimum  of  competition. 

Of  course,  the  first  thing  most  people  think  of  when  they 
encounter  rats  is  to  poison  them.  Few  people  realize  that 
poisoning  alone  will  not  control  an  established  rat  popula- 
tion .  The  rats  are  there  because  the  environment  supports 
them,  and  unless  food  and  harborage  is  reduced,  the  rats' 
mobility  and  reproductive  potential  will  enable  them  to  soon 
repopulate  favorable  habitats.  Thus,  permanent  or  effective 
control  requires  environmental  control.  Unfortunately, 
those  environmental  factors  which  are  attractive  to  rats  are 
also  attractive  to  their  co-inhabitants  —  people.  The  lush 
vegetative  ground  cover  and  ornamental  fruit  trees  which  we 
prize  and  admire  also  provide  the  basic  requirements  of  food 
and  harborage  for  a  substantial  roof  rat  population.  So,  what 
can  the  average  citizen  do  to  help  reduce  rat  numbers? 

1.  Remove  or  thin  ivy  growths. 

2.  Redujfe  or  eliminate  other  thick  vegetative  growth  on 
the  ground  or  on  fences  —  such  as  juniper, 
blackberries,  clematis  vines,  etc. 

3.  Stack  firewood  and  lumber  away  from  buildings  and 
at  least  18  inches  off  the  ground. 

4.  Check  the  exterior  of  your  house  for  possible  rat  entry 
holes  and  close  them  with  wire  mesh  hardware  cloth 
or  other  rat  proof  materials.  Give  particular  attention 
to  foundation  and  attic  vents,  locations  where  utility 
pipes  or  wires  enter  buildings  and  unfinished  wall 
areas  —  such  as  between  the  house  and  attached 
garage.  Rats  can  get  through  openings  as  small  as 
'/4  inch  in  diameter. 

5.  Reduce  rat  food  by  harvesting  fruits  and  nuts.  Food- 
stuff commonly  stored  in  garages  or  sheds,  such  as  pet 
foods  and  nuts,  should  be  kept  in  sealed  metal 
containers. 

6.  Do  not  feed  pets  or  wildlife  in  excess  of  immediate 
consumption,  because  i(  left  oiu  overnight,  unused 
foodstuff  will  likely  be(f)ine  rat  ff)od. 

7.  Make  sure  thai  your  garbage  (an  has  a  tight  fitting  lid 
in  place  at  ;.ll  times. 

The  County  Km iroiimenial  I  halih  .Services  has  prepared 
a  good  l)r(K  hureon  roof  rat  ( oniiol.  A  limited  supi)ly  f>f  these 
is  available  at  Town  Hall  oi  you  cati  obtain  one  by  (alhiig 
F.nviroiuueiiial  Healili  Services  at  27*)-()()()(). 


CHANGES  AT  WESTWIND 


Management  Cihange:  Jim  and  I. aura  Men  le.iviug  VVesi- 
wind  on  August  1  lor  Noillieni  Clal- 
ifoinia.  Charlie  Poiiiixi  will  be  the 
new  manager. 

From  thei>eriod  of  Jatuiary  I,  1978  to  th(  present,  Jim  and 
Laura  Flett  have  managed  Westwind  Barn.  This  two  and 
one-half  year  period  has  seen  many  changes, -all  f)f  them  posi- 
tive, and  most  of  all  it  has  throughout  reflected  the  stamp  and 
personality  of  both  Jim  and  Laura.  During  this  period.  West- 
wind  found  its  identity  as  a  thriving  community  and  youth- 
minded  organization.  Laura  has  made  a  significant  contri- 
bution to  Westwind's  Handicapped  Riding  Program  as  one 
of  its  riding  instructors  and  by  putting  together  a  profes- 
sional slide-tape  presentation  of  the  therapeutic  riding 
program.  The  availability  of  the  slide-tape  presentation  has 
made  it  possible  to  present  the  program  to  interested  com- 
munity groups  and  others  whose  support  helps  to  sustain  the 
program. 

Westwind  is  now  associated  with  4-H  and  has  an  active 
animal  husbandry  program  going  with  a  number  of 
enthusiastic  young  members.  Under  the  capable  leadership 
of  another  active  young  "doer",  Cathy  Angell,  Westwind  is 
now  putting  on  well-run  horse  shows  bringing  fun  for  its 
participants,  pleasure  for  many,  and  funds  for  Westwind  and 
its  sponsored  projects.  To  those  who  have  originated  these 
varied  activities,  Jim  and  Laura  have  given  freely  of  their 
time  and  energies.  The  contributions  they  have  made  to  the 
organization,  the  barn  property,  the  membership,  and  the 
community-oriented  goals  of  the  founders  will  last  long 
beyond  their  departure. 
Board  Change:     Peter  Davis 

If  anyone  can  be  said  to  be  the  founder  of  Friends  of  West- 
wind  Barn  as  we  know  it  today,  it  is  Peter  Davis.  In  1976 
when  the  future  of  the  property  was  bleak,  it  was  Peter  who 
provided  the  ideas,  motivation  and  driving  force  which 
resulted  in  the  creation  of  Friends  of  Westwind.  Since  that 
time  he  has  served  formally  on  the  Board  and  informally  as 
its  advisor.  He  has  provided  the  business  guidance  and 
financial  realism  to  the  operation,  which  is  largely  respon- 
sible for  its  success.  Peter  has  announced  that  he  is  not  plan- 
ning to  stand  at  the  next  election  of  the  Board  of  Directors. 
Though  he  will  no  longer  serve  as  an  active  Board  member, 
he  will  be  available  in  an  advisory  capacity.  Peter  will  remain 
associated  with  Westwind  4-H,  serving  on  its  steering  com- 
mittee. His  vision  and  tremendous  abilities  are  highly  valued 
and  his  contributions,  both  present  and  past,  are  appreciated 
by  all  those  connected  with  Westwind. 


